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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Lectures were ' recently de- 
livered to a congregation, consisting in a 
great proportion of the poorer classes, of 
whom the writer, through the kindness of 
a friend, had the temporary charge, a 
bodily infirmity precluding him from per- 
manent duty. Their purpose was to con- 
vey such information on the design and 
details of the Liturgy, as the limits which 
he precribed to himself, admitted, and the 
circumstances of those whom he addressed 



VI ADVERTISEMENT. 

seemed to require. Should he, whose 
strength is made perfect in weakness, so 
far bless these pages, as that a single in- 
dividual rise from their perusal with in- 
creased affection to the Church of which 
he is a member, and a more practical be- 
lief in the inestimable truths which that 
Church embodies, the end of the writer 
wiH have been answered, 

London^ Aug. 28, 1834. 
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2 LECTURE I. 

to inscribe on the mitre of the High-Priest 
these words, " Holiness to the Lord." 
In the Creator, it is obedience to the 
dictates of his own perfect will. In the 
creature, it is conformity, through grace, 
to that image of God after which, un- 
fallen, he was formed. To the heathen, 
it is the following the dim light of con- 
science. To the Christian, it is the tread- 
ing in the steps of his Saviour's most holy 
life. Inquire of your own hearts, bre- 
thren ; are ye making progress in holiness ? 
Is one evil disposition striven against be- 
cause Christ has condemned — one good 
disposition encouraged, because Christ has 
enjoined it ? But, restraining our thoughts 
to the strict meaning of the text, which 
points to the assemblies of the faithful, 
whithersoever the eye may roam, never 
will it gaze on a scene of more awful 
beauty than is presented in the gathering 
of sinful men before Him to whom all flesh 
should come, because he is a God who 
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heareth and answeretli prayer. Alike the 
power, whether kneeling before a golden 
shrine, lured by the fascinations of earthly 
splendour, such as impressed the dull hearts 
of Israel of old, or beneath this simple roof, 
around these peaceful aisles, worshipping 
the Father, himself a Spirit in spirit and in 
truth. 

The reflections which arise, associate 
themselves not unaptly with the subject 
which I proposed should occupy our 
thoughts on this occasion; namely, the 
reasonableness, the ancient use, and scrip- 
tural authority, of forms of public devo- 
tion. 

Social worship, a kneeling multitude, 
is (as I have already intimated) to the 
casual beholder a most affecting spectacle ; 
while those who mingle in it are often 
made to feel the influences of the divine 
Spirit, which circulate around them. I 
am persuaded, were I to appeal to your 
experience, that it would bear me out in 

b2 



4 LECTURE I. 

this statement : has it not sometimes hap- 
pened, that when the eye has wandered with 
the thought, prayerful voices ascending 
with one accord to the throne of grace, 
have recalled our straying thoughts, and 
united our hearts to God ? But in social 
worship, the direction of the apostle in- 
stantly suggests itself, " Let all things be 
done decently and in order ;" and hence re- 
ligious societies, which differ from our own 
on many vital points, agree in entrusting to 
the minister the care of conducting the de- 
votions of the people, they joining with him. 
The question then ensues, how is this to 
be done consistent with the distinguishing 
charactei* that it is the worship not of one, 
but of many, the unknown wants of num- 
bers are to be conveyed to the Almighty ? 
Under these circumstances, reason appears 
strongly to recommend previously com- 
posed forms ; the fruit of close study of 
the human heart, they aim to, and, in 
proportion to the blessing of God on the 
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ability of their authors, do embrace, within 
a few comprehensive terms^ every possible 
necessity that would wing its way to the 
mercy-seat of Jehovah. 

There is a common, yet not the less for 
that unjust, complaint against the sameness 
of forms. The complaint arises from a 
misconception of the end whicn forms are 
meant to answer. They do not express, a 
person may say, my individual feelings. 
Confessedly not ; they were never intended 
.to do so ; but they are proper vehicles by 
which you yourself may express them« 
and what more can be looked for in con- 
gregational worship ? 

Take, for instance, two clauses in the 
Confession : " We have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done, and 
we have done those things which we ought 
not to have done." I grant that the most 
aged member among us has uttered, from 
his earliest childhood to the present hour* 
on every recurring sabbath, the same 
sword ; but throughout that wide space, 
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have his sins of omission and commission 
been the same ? Have the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, left no fresh trace of their bane- 
ful influence on his heart ? Has not each 
week, each day, given increased evidence 
of their power? Who, this afternoon, 
came to the throne of grace, bearing re- 
membrance of the same iniquity which 
burdened him in the morning? As our 
sins are new, so are the words whose 
whole purpose is to recall those sins, new 
also. Reason points out another advan- 
tage attending a system of prayers. Com- 
posed at the formation, or reformation, of 
the Church, whose sentiments they embo- 
dy ; they are drawn up with jealous care, 
and embrace those gospel truths, which 
in eveiy religious community who hold the 
truth as it is in Jesus, are purest and least 
corrupted at the spring. It is a well known 
and regretted fact, that of late years many 
bodies of Christians have fallen away, 
simply because that in the constitution of 
public worship they have been left at the 
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mercy of the minister. We question no 
man's sincerity ; but if he be in dangerous 
error, very frequently the congregation be* 
come entangled in that error. This need 
not be the case where authorized forms 
prevail. Try the minister by the prayers, 
as they, in the first instance, have been 
tried by Scripture ; and I conscientiously 
believe, as far as our own Church com- 
munion is concerned, in proportion as he 
deviates from them he deviates from the 
truth. Time permits me to say only this 
much on the reasonableness of forms of 
worship. Should a disposition to further 
inquiry be excited in an opposing, con- 
viction flash on a hesitating, or assurance 
fortify the already persuaded mind, I shall 
not have spoken in vain. 

Ancient use is our next consideration. 
I refer to ancient practice, and insist on its 
value simply in the light of evidence to a 
particular fact ; just as, supposing a local 
privilege in question, the oldest inhabitant 
might be called to prove the fact. To- 
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wards the end of the fourth century, lived 
an eminent believer, named Jerome. Pos- 
sessed of rank and fortune, he quitted his 
native country, to spend his days in the 
Holy Land, that, on the very soil which his 
Saviour trod, he might pursue the life of 
religious usefulness to which he had early 
devoted himself. One great work of his, 
will commend him to the esteem of every 
Protestant: he translated the Scriptures 
from Greek into Latin, not then, as at 
this time, a dead language, but commonly 
spoken throughout the known world. This 
disinterested man speaks, in his writings, 
of forms of worship having been in use 
time immemorial ; and particularly states, 
that Cyril, a pious bishop of Jerusalem, 
wrote an exposition on one book of prayer, 
bearing the name of St. James, and sup- 
posed to have been sanctioned by that 
apostle. But Justin was much earlier 
than Jerome ; for his conversion took 
place only one hundred years after the 
crucifixion of our Lord. A learned and 
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earnest inquirer after truth, he was once 
present at the execution of a Christian, 
and when he saw the believer smiling 
amid the flames which consumed him, felt 
that there was a power in that religion 
which he had not found in all his researches 
elsewhere ; he became a convert, and sealed 
his faith with his blood. Hence the epi- 
thet Martyr is usually attached to his 
name. 

Justin, in a work which he wrote in de- 
fence of Christianity, speaks most dis- 
tinctly of pre-composed prayers. I have 
adduced two unexceptionable witnesses? 
and shall we think our supplications less 
accepted before the mercy-seat of God 
because after this manner prayed the noble 
army of martyrs ? Shall these simple 
words lose their significance and power? 
because, in all probability, some of them 
have passed the lips of those whom not 
tribulation^ nor distress, nor persecution, 
nor famine, nor nakedness, nor peril, nor 
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10 LECTURE I, 

the sword, could separate from the love of 
Christ ? O ! rather, touched by these hal- 
lowed associations, let us emulate the 
christian boldness that glowed within 
their breasts, and be examples of the chris- 
tian charity that embalms their memories. 
Thirdly, the authority of Scripture 
claims our highest regard. You will ob- 
serve it is a principle of which we are in 
search, and, provided we discover that, it 
is comparatively immaterial to what extent 
it be carried. We^ do recognize the prin- 
ciple in the song of Moses, after the waters 
of the Red Sea had swallowed up the 
Egyptians, which was a form resembling 
our own.^ In the solemn rite, by which 
the guilt of an adulteress was detected, a 
form is discernible.^ The affecting cere- 
mony in the case of a murder committed 
by persons unknown, exhibits clear traces 
of the same principle.* Not to multiply 
instances unnecessarily, in the blessing 

1 Exodus XV. 2 Numbers v. * Deut. xxi. 
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which the high-priest was commanded to 
deliver, we discover thfe principle ;^ while 
the whole book of Psalms was neither 
more nor less than a body of pre-composed 
forms, in customary and daily use at the 
temple worship. 

With regard to the rites of the Jewish 
Church, at a period previous and subse- 
quent to the coming of Christ, the labours 
of the learned have collected evidence, de- 
scending to the minutest particulars. The 
very words of the prayers offered up in the 
synagogue are faithfully recorded,^ and 
the testimony shows beyond a doubt their 
approved use. With the Christian, how- 
ever, the example of his crucified Master 
carries the greatest weight; scarcely a 
page of the gospel can be read without 
mention being found of our Lord's presence 
in the synagogue ; thither he constantly 
resorted, and its walls could testify to his 

^ Numbers vi. 

* Lightfoot on the Temple Service. 
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most Striking appeals and greatest mira- 
cles. The fact, that Jesus united in a 
worship which consisted of forms, is their 
best sanction. But our Lord not only 
joined in such Service, but himself com- 
posed a form which he commended to the 
use of his disciples, "When ye pray^say," 
— the Lord's Prayer : a treasure which the 
Church in all ages has guarded with the 
utmost vigilance, and which, whether 
lisped in the artlessness of childhood, or 
poured forth in the faltering accents of de- 
clining life, is still the great connecting 
link between earth and heaven, the bond 
that unites a reconciled Father to his be- 
lieving, though guilty children. 

You see, brethren, that Christ not only 
countenanced forms of prayer, but himself 
composed one ; and you have not forgotten 
the evidence which the holy Martyr Justin 
gives to the practice in his own day : here 
I will close the argument. 

In behalf of those public Services, by 
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i^hich we are associated in religious com* 
mnnion, reason lifts up her voice ; you hear 
the consenting acclamations of saints and 
martyrs; he who spake as never man spake, 
spake for forms such as those wherein we 
worship. I fear not that to you the appeal 
will be fruitless. 

A few remarks on the principal per- 
sons engaged in arranging our Liturgy, 
and on the views which governed them, 
will close my present discourse. The 
Liturgy was drawn up in the reign of 
Edward VL The persons foremost in the 
work, were Cranmer, Archbishop of Can 
terbury, and Ridley, Bishop of London, 
the one the most amiable, the other the 
most talented prelate of the Reformation : 
each suffered for his religion in the reign 
of Mary. With these, were associated 
others less known to history. In after 
times, as the Church of England righted 
herself from the tempest to which adverse 
political circumstances had exposed her, 
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the Liturgy underwent certain alterations 
only affecting it in the detail, which the 
occasion seemed to require : it was esta- 
blished as it now stands about 1661. 
With regard to the views which actuated 
Cranmer, Ridley, and the other learned 
and good men connected with them, they 
were such as I know not in what times 
might expect to receive a greater mea- 
sure of respect and admiration than the 
present. This is an age which pre-emi- 
nently claims the cultivation of mutual 
charity and forbearance, which professes 
to overlook that which is faulty, and rivet 
its regard on that which is lovely and of 
good report, throughout the varied shades 
of sentiment, which blend in one universal 
faith. 

At the hands, then, of this age, most as- 
suredly will the compilers of our Church 
Service experience that justice which they 
found not in their own. Scarcely had the 
fires of Smithfield ceased to glow, and the 
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groans of the dying yet rang in their ears, 
when they sat down to their work. Was it 
in human nature that they could have 
so sat down, without vehement prejudices, 
without a keen sense of oppression and 
wrong? Yet a brighter principle over- 
mastered these feelings. Before them was 
a ritual, loaded with papal ceremonies, 
polluted by papal idolatry : did they cast 
it from them as an unclean thing ? No ; 
discerning with the eye of an enlightened 
faith between truth and error, all that 
superstition had foisted in they unspar* 
ingly expunged, all that well-instructed 
piety had conceived they fearlessly and 
reverently preserved. 

I spake advisedly when I said that these 
forms, which customary use has made fa- 
miliar to us, once wafted to a Father's ear 
the heartfelt desires of apostles, prophets, 
and martyrs ; nor am I beguiled by a crea- 
ture of mine own imagination, when my 
thoughts go back to the deep forests, the 
dark caves, the lonely wilderness, which 
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re-echoed with these very prayers, while 
the powers of darkness were arrayed 
against the church, and the sword awoke 
to slaughter. 

Brethren, ours is a fearful— -would that 
we reflected on it as we ought — a most 
fearful responsibility. To us the invitation 
is freely extended, " Ho ! every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; and he 
that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat ; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price." Are we spend- 
ing our money for that which is not 
bread, our labour for that which satisfieth 
not? — not the bread of life, labour lost, 
because the Lord hath withheld his bles- 
sing. We have opportunities for useful- 
ness which our fellow-worshippers, who 
long since slept in Christ, never enjoyed : 
use we these opportunities in the service 
of God, to the salvation of our souls ? We 
have a calm they never knew : is this the 
quietness of confidence in a Redeemer's 
merits, or the deadly lethargy of sin ? 
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In conclusion: twice this day, in the 
language of the Apostles' Creed, have we 
professed our belief in the " communion 
of the saints ;" that a chord of sympathy 
vibrates in the heart of every believer op- 
pressed with the burden of the flesh, 
uniting him, by an exquisite chain of fel- 
lowship, to the glorified believer in heaven. 
The idea is too vast for the mind to take 
in, in its fulness ; but, reduced to the pro- 
portion of the mind's capacity, by us espe- 
cially who mingle in a common Service, 
can the sentiment be constantly and lite- 
rally felt. Throughout the length and 
breadth of our land, at nearly the same 
moment the sabbath bell invites all to 
tread the courts of the Lord's house : thi- 
ther have bent their way the young and 
old, the rich and poor, the believer walking 
by faith, the sinner returning to God. 
The same hour has beheld them kneeling 
in worship, the same form borne their 
petitions to a throne of grace. But not to 
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OUT own land alone, how wide soever its 
boundaries may extend, is this commu- 
nion confined. Wherever enterprise has 
spurred on the traveller, thither duty has 
conducted the missionary. Along the 
banks of the Ganges, on Africa's scorching 
plains, in the dreary wilds of America, 
and amidst the island colonies of the west, 
are numberless churches reared, and mul- 
titudes, each in the language in which 
they were born, lift up their voices to God 
in unison with ours. 

Think, brethren, of the thousands of 
every age and rank, of every character and 
clime ; think of the bond and of the free, 
who have this day knelt as ye knelt, wor- 
shipped as ye worshipped : and may that 
thought kindle in all our hearts a brighter 
flame of devotion, and stimulate us to 
show forth with increased diligence, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives, the 
praises of him who redeemed us. 
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Ephes. ii. 18. 

Through him we both have access by one 
Spirit unto the Father. 

The apostle is addressing believers, who, 
before their conversion, had been heathen 
idolators. He had just been speaking on 
a subject which always awakened senti- 
ments of the deepest awe and wonder — 
the calling of the Gentiles ; he had been 
contrasting their former with their present 
condition; then having no hope, without 
God in the world, now made nigh by the 
blood of Christ, by a figurative allusion to 
the temple at Jerusalem, where the court, 
in which the true Israelite worshipped. 
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was distinct from that allotted to the Gen- 
tile proselyte; he represents the Saviour 
as having broken down the middle wall of 
partition between them, and intimating 
that all who would approach God must 
tread one common road ; he points, in the 
words of my text, to the true path : 
'' Through him," that is, Christ, " we 
both have access by one Spirit unto the 
Father." 

All devotion, whether it be the unpre- 
meditated aspirations, which a trial not 
foreseen calls forth from the deep of the 
heart ; or the stated offering in the secrecy 
of the closet ; or the sweet savour that as- 
cends from the domestic altar ; or the con- 
sent of numbers to which this day these 
walls have borne record ; all devotion must 
take the prescribed course, else the ear of 
the Almighty will be closed to our peti- 
tions, else the face of our covenant God 
will be against us. 
. Following the order which I stated last 
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Sunday, the morning and evening Services 
of the Church will engage our attention. 

First, I would remark, that the founda- 
tion on which effectual fervent prayer 
must be built, is laid in our Liturgy. The 
influences of the Holy Spirit are recognized 
in the absolution, in which we beseech God 
" to grant us his Holy Spirit ;" in the al- 
ternate sentences after the belief, in which 
the congregation say, " Take not thy Holy 
Spirit from us ;'* in the prayer for all 
sorts and conditions of men, where, nam- 
ing the Catholic Church, we pray that 
*• it may be guided and governed by 
God's good Spirit;" in the general thanks- 
giving, where we bless the Father of mer- 
cies " for the means of grace," and 
throughout the supplications for the king, 
the royal family, the clergy, and people. 

It is hardly consistent with my plan to 
introduce at present any allusion to the 
Litany, yet I cannot allow a beautiful ex- 
ample which it presents, to pass un- 
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noticed ; I mean, where we beseech the 
Lord " to give to all his people increase of 
grace, to hear meekly his word, and to 
receive it with pure affection, and to bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit." That every 
spiritual tree among us should have at- 
tained the same maturity of growth, cannot 
in reason be looked for ; the varieties in 
the natural world, from the tender shoot 
to the massy stem, have their correspon- 
dences in the spiritual world. Only be 
there in this congregation ** no vine of 
Sodom," none " whose grapes are grapes 
of gall, their clusters bitter." The medi- 
ation of our Lord and Saviour is so con- 
stantly held up to view throughout the 
Services, that to name particular instances 
is unnecessary. 

I said, in my former discourse, that 
most, if not all religious societies — and 
ours dates its constitution, in uninterrupt- 
ed succession, from the times of the apos- 
tles — ^agree in investing the minister with 
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the office of conductinof the devotions of 
the people. That ambassador of Christ, 
to whom a commission is delegated, more 
fearful than was ever laid on mortal man, 
exercises not the least solemn, the least 
responsible of his functions, when he leads 
a company of fellow-sinners to the foot- 
stool of the throne of grace. Redeemer ! 
who willeth that thy strength should be 
made perfect in our weakness, keep us in 
thine infinite compassion from oflFending in 
holy things. But the people also bear 
their appointed part : if the minister kneel 
to confess his sins, they kneel too ; if his 
voice be lifted up in penitence, theirs 
ascends with his ; if he beseech a blessing 
on the congregation, his country, his sove- 
reign, the universal fold of Christ, their 
assenting amen is given. If, in heart he 
travel, whither his eye cannot reach, nor his 
hand relieve, to the abodes of wretched- 
ness, of sorrow, and of sin, commending to a 
Father's goodness the afflicted and distress- 
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ed, they in heart go with him, and by their 
already named assent, declare their inte- 
rest in, their sympathy with, his petitions. 
Take good heed, brethren, that ye mock 
not your God, now clothed in the attributes 
of love, hereafter to be arrayed in the terrors 
of judgment, by approaching him with the 
lip while the heart is far from him. 

But to enter immediately on my sub- 
ject, in the first place I propose to take 
a general view of the two Services, 
(which resemble each other so closely, as 
to admit of their being comprehended in a 
single discourse,) in order to show how 
well adapted the design is to meet the cir- 
cumstances of mind under their natural 
character, softened, however, and elevated 
by religious emotions; and, secondly, I 
desire, by examining each member in de- 
tail, to satisfy you that the execution is 
equal to the design. 

First, the design : overpowering, must 
be the sense of guilt, with which man, the 
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imagination of whose heart is evil from his 
youth, approaches a holy God, who charges 
even his angels with folly* They who put 
our Church Service together saw this feel- 
ing, and gave it scope in the sentences, 
the exhortation, and the confession. But 
guilt, where a Saviour is known, may hope 
for pardon; the absolution unfolds the terms 
on which pardon will be granted. Penitence, 
assured of forgiveness, turns gratefully to 
prayer ; a form is provided. Mutual ex- 
hortation has an animating power ; this is 
found in the latter of the alternate sentences. 
The heart broken by remorse, soothed by 
pardon, elevated by prayer, is in a becom- 
ing frame to oflFer the sacrifice of praise ; 
hence follow the psalms. 

What we gather concerning the character 
of the Almighty from these sacred records, 
disposes us to listen attentively to any 
authorized to speak from him. The les- 
sons are the medium of communication: 
variety is consulted by the interposition of 

9 
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hymns ; and now relieved from the weight 
of despondency that may have pressed on 
our minds, and kindled into energy by 
all we have read and heard, we are pre- 
pared to profess the faith of Christ cruci- 
fied : the opportunity is given in the creed 
which we rehearse. The congregation 
and minister again encourage each -other, 
and the same prayer which succeeded to 
the absolution is poured forth in common. 
Afterwards, the minister and people oflFer 
alternately certain brief petitions. The 
Lord's day claiming especial notice, a 
collect is introduced in allusion to the 
particular Sunday. There yet remain 
peculiar mercies which we would solicit 
for ourselves : these are expressed in the 
two succeeding prayers. But we are not 
only to think of ourselves; Others have an 
interest in our petitions, and christian 
love engages cheerfully in the delightful 
task of intercession ; these holy sentiments 
have full play in the prayers which fol- 
low. 
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Our worship is now drawing to a close. 
On the point of leaving the presence of 
Almighty God, we bethink ourselves of 
the many causes of gratitude which exist; 
these are enumerated in the general 
thanksgiving. Our supplications have 
hitherto been addressed to the iFather, 
but beside him sits, at the right-hand of 
Majesty, the incarnate Son. We turn to 
that meek and' heavenly countenance, shin- 
ing upon us with the sweetness of a Sa- 
viour's love, and direct to him one earnest 
parting entreaty. The voice of blessing is 
heard, and we trace our backward stepi^ 
from the courts of Jehovah: 

Such, brethren, is the design of our 
Church Service, and surely it exhibits much 
knowledge of human character, much ex- 
perience in spiritual exercises, much faith 
in and fear of God; and I should not 
err were I to say, that many a fervent 
prayer for blessing on the work, without 
which we know that no effort, be it great 

c2 
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or small, will ever prosper, went up from 
the hearts, if not from the lips, of those 
who conceived it. 

I am next to speak of the execution of 
this design* Were He who seeth in secret 
to name aloud the characters of all whom 
duty or custom have drawn hither this 
day, what variety of dispositions would be 
seen — here how weak and transient, there 
how strong and enduring the force of reli- 
gious principle ; yet public solemn com- 
munion with God has a piercing and 
awakening energy even in minds at other 
times scarcely susceptible of it ; and not 
few are the diversities of spiritual condi- 
tion which the introductory sentences, as a 
net flung into the depth of the heart, en» 
close. Is any treading, hopeless of forgive- 
ness, the broad path of destruction, he is 
arrested by the promise to the wicked 
man turning away from his wickedness. 
Is any laid prostrate by distress of mind, he 
learns, that, though man may, God will 
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not, despise a broken and contrite heart* Is 
any reaping the harvest of bodily or mental 
suflfering, which by a course of sinfulness he 
has sown, he hears the lost son, in circum- 
stances the same with his, saying, " I will 
arise and go to my father," and remembers 
the welcome he received. Are any cheat- 
ing their souls by mad delay, the words of 
John, the forerunner of our Lord, ring in 
their ears, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand." Will any tender to 
the Almighty an outward, not inward re- 
verence, he is rebuked by " Rend your 
hearts, and not your garments." Does any 
build on his own righteousness, like the 
Pharisee of old, the beloved disciple cor- 
rects his error : " If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us." The minister and the people 
are now on the threshold of the sanctuary ; 
at this moment, he addresses to them a 
few words, reminding them of the scrip- 
ture invitations which they had just heard, 



30 LECTURE II. 

warning against a dissembling, urging, 
by the infinite goodness and mercy of 
God, a confessing, temper. Asserting the 
duty of repentance at all times ; he states 
thd grounds on which now it is chiefly re- 
quisite, because they have assembled ex- 
pressly for the offices of thanksgiving , and 
praise, the privilege of scripture consola- 
tions, and to ask the body's and the souFs 
necessities. What topics, so suitable to 
the time, the place, the persons ! Behold 
them next in the most awful of all pre- 
sences, the most aifecting of all postures, 
kneeling before the throne of heavenly 
grace. Around are ministering spirits, 
joy sparkling in the eye, and lighting 
every feature in their blest countenances ; 
such joy as angels only know when sin- 
ners repent. To paint the recollection of 
the past, which these comprehensive words 
are fitted to recall, I will not attempt; 
but should there be one here, as I trust 
that there are many, who has this day 
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poured out his whole heart before his 
Maker, be assured, whosoever thou art, 
that the prayers of an assembled people 
have not gone up in vain. "' Spare thou 
them, O God,* which confess their faults," 
Is there one just avirakened from the torpor 
of sin. Who sees all blank and comfortless, 
where once, by the power of the gospel, 
all was bright and cheering ? Lean thou 
on the prayer of faith. " Restore thou them 
that are penitent, according to thy pro- 
mises, declared unto mankind in Christ 
Jesu our Lord." 

The confession ended, the minister rises, 
the {>eople continue kneeling ; he rises to 
declare by authority from on high remis- 
sion of sins, pardon to those only who 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe the 
holy gospel, and who, by the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit sought in prayer, endea- 
vour to lead a pure and holy life. What 
a light would spring up in many a dark 
place, if each went forth this day with that 
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blest assurance of forgiveness, those influ-^ 
ences of wealth, station, or mental supe-^ 
riority, from serving selfish ends, conse- 
crated to the glory of God. Pardoned we 
pray ; and what words so proper to con- 
vey our first pious emotions as those which 
Christ himself has taught ? As each brief 
petition passes our lips, may its meaning 
penetrate our hearts. 

Scripture saith, " God worketh in us 
both to will and to do." ^ Hence, going to 
offer the sacrifice of praise, we say, "OLord, 
open thou our lips;'* and the three following 
sentences — the thoughts are David's, in 
circumstances of mental elevation and de- 
pression, the words nearly the same with 
his.* Here all stand up to give glory to 
the three Persons of the ever-blessed Tri- 
nity. This form is of very ancient use ; it 
is said that these were the last words 
which an aged bishop of Smyrna, a disci- 

1 Phil. ii. 13. 

8 Psal. xli. 15 ; PsaK Ixx. 
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pie of St. John, was heard to utter in 
torments, for he died a martyr. ^ 

In the morning Psalm xcv. is appoint^ 
ed to be used as an introduction to the 
others; in the evening it is omitted. 
The language, " Let us come before his 
presence with thanksgiving, and show our- 
selves glad in him with psalms," is appro- 
priate to congregational worship gene- 
rally, and to the work in which we. are 
about to be engaged particularly. It calls 
upon us to honour the Lord for the wonders 
of creation, as our Maker, but chiefly for 
the wonders of redemption as our God; the 
example of Israel in the wilderness warns 
us, and we are instructed in the cause of 
their error — they erred in their hearts. 

Brethren, be it our constant prayer that 
we may be kept from heart error ; the 
error of the understanding may be over- 
come, that often springs from a love of 
truth ; this is ever against truth; The 

^ Polycarp. 
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book of Psalms is read in order« The trans* 
lation in the Prayer^Book differs from 
that in the Bible. The reason is this: at 
the time the Prayer-iBook was compiled, 
the present* Bible translation was not in 
existence^ but an older one,.wheiice the 
Psalms and Lessons were taken : and aff 
terwardS) when a change was madq in the 
Lessons^ the Psalms were untouched, be- 
cause the language, of the old translation 
was thought more* harmonious, and better 
adapted to public use.. On the beauty of 
the Psalms, which abound in allusions to 
the Saviour, I will not dwell ; the know- 
ledge of the human heart which they disr 
play is a matter of experience. How many 
a shaft winged from the quiver of the Al- 
mighty, may have pierced to the quick 
this day ! ^ 

You recollect the words with which our 
morning sacrifice began : " Lord, who shall 
dwell in thy tabernacle, or who shall rest 

1 Third day of the month. 
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upon thy holy hill ? even he that leadeth 
an uncorrjipt life, and doeth the thing 
which is right, and speaketh the truth from 
his heart." How many occasions have there 
been in our life, that we might have adopt- 
ed this language : " I will thank the Lord 
for giving me warning." And surely that 
reference to the Saviour's resurrection did 
not escape you : " Thou shalt not leave 
my soul in hell, neither shalt thou suffer 
thy Holy One to see corruption/' This 
evening these words were on your lips — 
were they in your hearts ? "I have an 
eye unto all his laws, and will not east out 
his commandments from me." Who, hav- 
ing' to choose the company he will keep, 
has uttered or heard without emotion, 
" With the holy thou shalt be holy, and 
with a perfect man thou shalt be perfect ; 
with the clean thou shalt be clean, and with 
the froward thou shalt learn frowardness ?" 
We have mingled in praise to, and 
in consequence our affections are height- 
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ened towards, God ; wet can sit and hear of 
him with interest, therefore a preacher 
stands before us — not such as now ye 
see, compassed with infirmities, but a 
preacher sent from God ; take heed, bre- 
thren, how ye hear. The first lessons, 
morning and evening, are from the Old 
Testament : there the gospel is veiled, 
shadows are seen; but our eyes are opened 
to pierce the veil, to xiiscern the substance 
in the shadow. ' This morning we noticed 
the grasping spirit of Ahab, the guilt of 
Jezebel in the murder of Naboth, the stem 
rebuke of Elijah, the penitence of and 
consequent suspension of the judgment 
pronounced on the conscience-stricken 
prince. This ^ evening the closing scenes 
in Ahab's lip were before us ; the good 
Jehoshaphat, paying a visit of ceremony, 
was surprised into a confederacy with that 
profligate prince. Entering on a distant 
expedition, he proposes to inquire of the 

^ 1 Kings xxi. ^ 1 Eangs xxii. 
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Lord» In every emergency is this our con- 
stant rule ? The path of Micaiah is easy, 
because it is the path of duty. ** What 
the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak/* 

My limits allow only a single obser- 
vation more : do not suppose, from the 
second vision, that God has pleasure in 
the death of the wicked; the falsehood 
of Ahab's prophets was exposed to him in 
mercy to guard him against error, not to 
precipitate him into it. He neglected the 
warning, therefore he fell. 

To the first lesson hymns succeed; we 
praise God for the word of his revelation : 
the evening hymns are both from scrip- 
ture, the one the song of the Virgin 
Mary at the salutation of her cousin Eli- 
zabeth, * the other Psalm xcviii. One 
breathes the language of meekness, the 
other mounts into strains of triumph. 
Meditation on the mercies of God in Christ 
might well awaken sentiments either of 

^ Lukei* 46. 
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humility or 'of exultation. The morning 
hymns are; the latter a paraphrase of 
Psalm cxlviii., the former the Te Deum. 
This was 'composed by Ambrose, bishop of 
Milan. History relates of this prelate, that 
in his younger days he held a high civil 
appointment, and went on a certain occa- 
sion to Milan to compose some disorders 
which had broken out in that city, during 
the vacancy of the bishopric. He ad- 
dressed the people on their' duties, and 
with such persuasiveness, that they cried 
out in transport, " Ambrose bishop." His 
after life was characterized by unbounded 
charity, while his episcopal duties were 
discharged with conscientious vigour. The 
hymn, at its opening, represents the con- 
gregation in the act of praise to God, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; their 
voices united with those of angels, apostles, 
prophets, martyrs, the holy church, the 
whole earth. There is praise from believers 
in rest, and from believers in trial. " Lord, 
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teach us so. to endure trial, that we may 
conae to thy rest." The hymn closes with 
an address to Christ, the King of glory. 
His trophies are the servants of sin, now 
made servants of righteousness. We say, 
"When thou hadst overcome the sharpness 
of death, thou didst open the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers." Not that heaven's 
gates were shut before to Jew or Gentile 
walking humbly after the law each had, 
Jmt now were they opened, as it were, 
by proclamation, and the whole world in- 
vited to enter. After the hymns ; in the 
morning, the Saviour preaches in the gos- 
pel, or his disciples in the Acts ; in the 
evening we listen to an apostle* This 
morning^ we witnessed the ascension of our 
Lord. With the men of Galilee, we looked 
earnestly till clouds caught him from our 
view. Did we think of his return in clouds 
to judgment? We might easily have 
counted Christians then : there were but 

1 Acts i. 
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a hundred and twenty. Who can count 
them now ? Have we made progress in 
the simplicity of faith, in keeping with our 
numerical increase? Has each asked him* 
self, * Am I doing my best to promote real, 
no less than nominal Christianity V 

This evening ^ there were awful words 
for backsliders who crucify to themselves 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an 
open shame : were any affected by them ? 
for you there is yet a place for repentance ; 
seize the opportunity, lest ye become hard- 
ened ; such are indeed lost. Has any fled 
for refuge to the hope which is set before 
him,and fears, like some fugitive of old, lest 
the sanctuary be unable to protect ? Re- 
member, thou, thy strong consolation in 
the oath of God. 

To the second lesson, hymns succeed : 
those in the morning, are Psalm C, in 
which the character of God is urged as a 
motive to cheerful obedience and thank- 

1 Hebrews vi. 
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fulness. " The Lord is gracious, his 
mercy is everlasting, and his truth en 
dureth from generation to generation/' 
And the song of Zacharias, the father of 
John, on the miraculous recovery of his 
sight at the circumcision of his son. The 
evening hymns, are Psalm LXVIL, and 
the prayer of Simeon, who, receiving 
assurance that he should not die till he 
had seen the Lord's Christ, came, by a 
divine impulse, to the temple, at the mo^ 
ment that the child Jesus was brought in 
by his parents ; he took him up in his arms, 
and thus spake : — In the face of the con* 
gregation we now pronounce the solemn 
assurance of our belief in Christ. May 
God preserve us from compromising, by 
sinful compliances in private, the faith 
which we publicly attest. The creed is 
called the apostles', because it was in 
use at their times. There is not a word 
here which has not been moistened by 
the tears of the penitent, proclaimed by 
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the courage of the persecuted in the face 
of death. By these tears, by that courage, 
I beseech you, brethren, hold fast the pro- 
fession of your faith without wavering. 

On certain fel^tivals, the Athanasian 
Creed is read : this is valuable as an evi- 
dence of the points of doctrine maintained 
by the great body of Christians at the time 
at which it was composed. Having wit- 
nessed a good confession, we are in a 
proper frame to resume prayer. Were 
our first petitions always made in faith, 
how pleasing would our service be, " The 
Lord be with you, — And with thy spirit." 
There is a beauty in the Lord's Prayer 
coming so soon after the words " Christ 
have miercy on us." By them we iden- 
tify ourselves with his people, and the as- 
sociation is more perfectly realized in the 
use of the very words which he taught 
his first disciples. The succeeding sen- 
tences prepare the thoughts for the in- 
tercessions which follow at a short inter- 
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val. The collect for the day I reserve till 
my last discourse* The second collects, 
morning and evening, are for .peace : they 
differ }n their language, because our wants 
differ when the active duties of life are 
before us, and when they have ceased. 
The business of the day will bring trials, 
may expose us to assaults from our spiri- 
tual enemies; therefore we pray against 
them. Business past, the state of mind 
which will make our recreations cheerful, 
or OUT slumbers light, is that which results 
from the recollection of holy thoughts, 
good counsels, and just works. This un- 
worldly peace we ask at God's hands, who 
giveth every good and perfect gift. 

The third collect in the morning is for 
grace, suited to the emergencies of the 
day. In that for the evening, we beauti- 
fully pray, " Lighten our darkness.*' By 
the shades of night, which bring repose to 
exhausted nature, we are reminded of the 
darkness of spiritual insensibility. In in- 
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tercessions for the brethren, our christian 
charity finds an ample field wherein to ex- 
ercise itself. Naming the king first, we 
follow the injunction of the apostle^ " Let 
supplications be made for all men, for 
kings."^ The power of the sovereign is 
great, his responsibility equal : the in- 
fluences of the Spirit can alone sanctify 
the use of the one, and relieve the weight 
of the other. Well indeed do we pray, 
" that he be replenished with grace, en- 
dued plenteously with heavenly gifts." 
Recollecting the vast moral influence 
which the household of the sovereign ex- 
ercise, we especially beseech a like bless- 
ing on his royal consort and family. The 
clergy, answerable for the souls of the thou- 
sands which swell our land, entrusted to 
their care, surely claim an interest in our 
supplications. Upon all congregations 
committed to their charge, may the con- 
tinual dew of God's blessing be abundantly 

I 1 Timothy ul,2. 
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poured. The great council of the nation 
eminently demands our prayers. The ex- 
pression " most religious" in this form is 
objected to. At the time the prayer was 
composed, the meaning conveyed had no 
reference to the qualities of an individual, 
but was simply a term of reverence for the 
office. 

Passing from particular, we come to 
general intercessions. Our enlarged cha- 
rity embraces all sorts and conditions of 
men ; but more especially, we pray for the 
catholic church ; understanding thereby 
all who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tians,— catholic, in its proper sense, an- 
swering to universal. 

Finally, the afflicted, and distressed in 
mind, body, and estate, are remembered 
by us. Brethren, offer these words in 
faith; cast, as it were, your bread upon the 
waters ; and though ye may never in this 
life know the good ye do, before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ voices of blessing will 
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be heard, fot the bruised heart stayed 
up, the racked frame restored, hunger fed, 
thirst assuaged, nakedness clothed, all 
through the gracious influences your 
prayers have called down. Ye cannot 
use these words in truth, and yourselves 
refuse to soothe the mourner^ tend the 
sick, relieve the indigent. Leaving the 
presence of a Father of mercies, all causes 
for thankfulness press on our thoughts; 
above all, redemption. ^ We are bought 
with a price : let us therefore glorify God' 
in our body and in our spirit, which are 
God's." The last prayer we address to 
the Saviour, naming his promise, " If two 
of you shall agree on earth as touching 
any thing that they shall ask, it shall be 
done for them of my Father, which is in 
heaven." 

According to our limited knowledge, 
our petitions have been rightly framed; 
but He, whose knowledge is infinite, will 
determine whether it be best for us that 
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they be granted. We therefore say, f' As 
may be most expedient." However, there 
are two requests which we can never err 
in making :-^for acquaintance with divine 
truth here, and eternal life hereafter. The 
concluding blessing is from the Scriptures. 
May it be verified in every one of us. - 

Desirous of presenting the entire ser^^ 
vices in a connected point of view, I 
have detained you long ; yet I would 
fain say something more. It is assert* 
ed by many who do not join in our 
communion, and by some who do,* that 
our , devotions are tame and spiritless; 
that a leaden stupor benumbs our worship. 
As far as my own experience goes, the as- 
sertion is unfounded. But,. assuming it 
to be well founded, with whom rests the 
blame ? With the Liturgy ? An informed 
judgment pronounces favourably on it. — 
With the minister ? He does not willingly 
offend.— With the people ? Yes, brethren, 
with you it must be said, in a great mea-i 
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« 

sure, rests the blame. You are too apt to 
make that a solitary which should be a 
social service. Are you unacquainted 
with your duty? The directions in the 
Prayer-book are full and explicit. Or, is 
languor the index of devotion ? silence 
the equivalent of interest ? Is it enough 
that a single attendant voice proclaim your 
union? or are these children whom ye 
educate the representatives of your col* 
lective piety ? : Brethren, I would bring 
this matter home. Suppose some new 
in ventionV were to start up, capital be di- 
verted from its accustomed channels, the 
peculiar trade of this town threatened with 
annihilation, ruin impending over your 
manufacturers, want staring in the face 
your growing and industrious population, 
what would be your resource ? Meetings 
would be called, petitions framed, every 
hand that could hold a pen would sub- 

1 Luton is indebted for its rising prosperity to the 
straw plait manufacture carried on there. 
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scribe them, parliament would ring with 
your grievances, your chief inhabitants 
would seek an interview with the minister 
of the day, and, as one speaking for the 
rest, urged with the eloquence of truth 
your accumulated distress, would not 
every countenance glow with interest — 
^very tongue re-echo the sentiments he 
expressed ? Go into the presence of the 
King of kings as ye would into that of the 
servant of your prince ; go for heavenly, 
as ye would for earthly necessities; go, 
persuaded that the body, which will soon 
jumble into dust, tasks not more earnest* 
ness than the soul, which shall live for 
ever in glory or in shame. 

In the first epistle to the Corinthians, 
we learn that the members of that church 
possessed many eminent gifts, but wanted 
one — humility. Their public assemblies 
were disturbed by the rivalry of thie teach- 
ers. St. Paul, reproving these irregula-* 
rities, declares, *^ Were the unlearned or 

D 
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unbelievers to come in, will they not say 
that ye are mad ?" But, supposing these 
irregularities to be corrected, he adds, " If 
one that believeth not, or one unlearned 
come in, he will report that God is in you 
of a ^truth." So, were the unbeliever or 
the unlearned to come in, and note our 
languid silence, our irreverent listlessiiess, 
he would say that we were mad, — ^the de- 
lirium of indifference ; but if, as he crossed 
these thresholds, voices were to burst on 
his ear, as, in the language of an ancient 
writer, the rolling of the distant thunder, 
he would say that God was in us of a truth ; 
that we were a praying people. Twice, 
ere we resume these lectures, will your 
minister lead you to the footstool of Jeho- 
vah. O ! that as he stood in that awful 
presence, he might feel he stood not there 
alone, no thrilling^ sense of desolation op- 
press his soul, but, as he heard the sweet 
concord of many voices, might be cheered 
and encouraged in his work, by the sym- 
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pathy of sinners like himself. Resolve, 
all who hear me this day, to unite in the 
worship of God, which, as members of 
one communion, nay more, as guilty sin- 
ners, ye are bound, it is your privilege to 
do. I am Wrong. Of yourselves ye can- 
not resolve ; but God can give you a mind 
and heart to do so. Beseech him for this 
mind and heart ere you give sleep to your 
eyes or slumber to your eyelids. Beseech 
him in Christ's prevailing name. If ever 
there was a time which brooked not delay, 
it is now ; if ever there was a petition that 
carried with it assurance of its being 
grunted, this is the one. 
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i Timothy Hi. 16, 

God was manifest in the flesh. 

Had his life been prolonged a thousand 
fold, the utmost limit that ever bounded 
human existence; had his time and 
thoughts been unceasingly employed on 
that single subject, the wisest man that 
ever lived — man do I say ? — the most ex- 
alted seraph that ever bowed before the 
throne of the Eternal One, had never ad- 
vanced a single step toward the resolution 
of the question, how a world lying in 
wickedness could be reconciled to its 
Maker. On the one hand, a world not 
merely hating its Creator, but concen- 
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trating within itself the entire principle 
of aversion, being " enmity"^ against him. 
On the other, a God clothed in infinite 
perfections, not one of which could endure 
the slightest breath to pass over and sully 
it. The difficulty was surmounted, the 
question resolved, in his cross and pas* 
sion, whose ministry of reconciliation we 
bear; in that Christ, at the very mention of 
whose name every believer should depart 
from iniquity.* 

Reflecting on that mysterious union^ 
"God manifest in the flesh," the mind 
soon becomes bewildered and lost ; and in 
its wearied and exhausted powers, reaps 
the merited harvest of its presumption. 
But though we are unable to comprehend 
how a divine unites with a sinless human 
nature, still in this, as in other operations of 
his hand, we can trace the finger of God up 
to a certain limit. The infinite justice of 
the Almighty demanding infinite obedience, 

1 Rom. viii. 7. « 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
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the Son of God alone could render it : the 
efforts of the brightest created spirits were 
useless. Were Messiah other than he is, 
** God blessed for ever," our faith were 
vain, we were yet in our sins. We may 
speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and be only as sounding brass, or 
as a tinkling cymbal, never wake to righ- 
teousness a single sleeping sinner, never 
guide one penitent to heaven, if the di- 
vinity of Christ be not loudly proclaimed 
in our gospel message. 

Again, had a single speck shaded the 
perfect righteousness of the man Jesus, 
his sacrifice had been valueless ; it would 
have been as those sacrifices which the 
priests stood daily ministering and offer- 
ing, which could never take away sin.* 
Because he did no sin,* therefore did he 
make a full, perfect, and sufficient satis- 
faction. The apostle urges the calling of 
the Gentiles, and the rejection of the Jews, 

1 Hebrews x. 11. « 1 Peter ii. 22. 
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as instances of the goodness and severity 
of God/ In the penalty of death, and the 
corruption of our nature descending to . 
us, by the offence of the first Adam, we 
mark severity. In the resurrection which 
destroyed the power of death, and in the 
renewing of our hearts after the image of 
God in the second Adam, we trace good- 
ness. That power of renewal exists, un- 
circumscribed in its operations, unmea* 
sured in its efficacy. Are we daily ex* 
periencing it? is the creation in Christ 
Jesus unto good works going on within 
us? But when the Saviour's task was 
done — when from his cross he could cry^ 
"It is finished"^ — when he brake the 
bands of death, and ascended up to hea* 
ven, thence to return only in judgment, 
his interest in us did not cease. At this 
very moment he either, stands pleading in 
our behalf, as an high priest, an inter- 
cessor, an advocatie, or, seated on his throne 

« 

^ Bom. xi. 2 John xix. 30. 
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of glory, all power being given to him in 
heaven and in earth, he encourages us to 
approach and prefer our suits. And what 
is it that emboldens us to come? — the 
knowledge that, as he is God, there is no- 
thing we can ask that he cannot grant ; as 
he is man there is no temptiation which 
assails us which he cannot estimate^ who 
has endured its severity ; no feeling with 

m 

which he cannot sympathize ; no thought 
which he does not understand. On the 
great scripture mystery of the divine and 
human nature united in Christ our king^ 
is founded that which forms the subject 
of our present discourse, the Litany of our 
Church. The name of the service is de- 
rived from a Greek word, signifying ear- 
nest supplications. Litanies were in use 
from a very early period. When the 
sword of the invader defiled with blood 
a peaceful land, or, through a God-for- 
getting people, the pestilence walked in 
darkness, then in these very forms the 
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prayers of the faithful were lifted up, and 
ofttimes the Almighty inclined his ear to 
their cry, and the sword returned to its 
scabbard, and the voice of joy and health 
was heard in their dwellings. Occasion- 
ally the clergy and people formed pro- 
cessions, and as they moved through the 
crowded streets of some great city, re- 
peating in turns their solemn petitions, 
perhaps among the wondering spectators, 
hearts may have been turned to God that 
had never else responded to the appeal. 
Religion, brethren, and sitting as we are 
amid the memorials of the departed, we 
can estimate its power, directs its warnings 
to the heart, through the eye no less than 
through the ear. But abuses having 
crept in, the processions to which I have 
alluded were discontinued, and the Litany 
confined within the walls of the churches ; 
the days on which it is appointed to be 
read in our rubric, (the directions in the 
Prayer-book have this name, because the 

D 5 
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letters in which they were first writtet} 
were red, ruber in Latin having this mean* 
ing,) are Sundays, Wednesdays, and Fri- 
days. The two latter have had Services 
assigned them from a very early period, — 
Wednesday in continual remembrance of 
our Lord's betrayal by Judas, Friday in 
that of his crucifixion. This holy custom 
is in part maintained by the weekly Ser- 
vice observed in this church. 

I stated in my commencing lecture, that 
the principle which guided Cranmer, Rid- 
ley, and the others who were engaged in 
compiling the Church Service, was one 
most congenial with the feelings of the 
present age, namely, to preserve whatever 
was scripturally sound in the old Litur 
gies, to strike out whatever was unscrip- 
turally corrupt. In the Litany, as there was 
the greater need, so this principle was 
carried to the greatest extent. It was full 
of idolatrous invocations to saints and 
martyrs; these were expunged, and no- 
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thing left in but what was consistent with 
truth and piety. As the Litany stands at 
present, its petitions form the most ancient 
portion of our service. Believing the 
method which I pursued last Sunday best 
calculated to give a clear, and therefore I 
hope satisfactory view of the subject, I 
propose, first, to lay before you the design 
of the Litany, and secondly, to enter into 
some examination of its component parts. 

First, the design. — The earnest sup- 
plications of humble, prayerful Christians, 
who have sat like Mary at the feet of 
Jesus, and drank in the truths of the gos- 
pel in their simplicity and fullness, are 
supposed to be presented to Christ, the 
King of Glory. May He who knoweth 
the secrets of all hearts, discover many 
such among us. As they approach thfe 
divine presence, their thoughts are bent 
on the great mystery, which is the key- 
tstone of their faith. The opening address 
paints their feelixigs ; kneeling at the foot- 
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stool of Jehovah, looking up to that coun- 
tenance, never in its earthly trials seen to 
smile, now cloudless bright, they pour out 
their whole hearts before him. Possess- 
ing that great characteristic of a true re- 
ception of the gospel, a deep sense of 
their own unworthiness, their first petition 
partakes strongly of that impression. Re- 
membering the language of our Lord^s 
own prayer, *' deliver us from evil,*' they 
entreat that they may be delivered from 
it; and fearful lest any thing should 
escape them, for which they ought to so- 
licit, they are studiously minute in their 
petitions. Encouraged to importunity by 
the recollection of the words, " men ought 
always to pray and not to faint,** ^ they urge 
every argument which they persuade 
themselves can have weight. The appeals 
which follow embody these. 

The remaining petitions, which form the 
far greater part, evidence that grace has 

' Luke xviii. 1. 
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subdued their natural selfishness, that 
their interest in their brethren knows no 
limit of people or clime, is chilled by no 
religious diflFerence, impaired by the re- 
membrance of no personal wrongs. As 
anxious for others as themselves, lest any 
should be forgotten or overlooked, they 
are even more minute in these than they 
were in their other supplications. Pray- 
ing, lastly, for two great necessities, on 
the former of which the enjoyment of 
the present life depends; on the latter, 
the possession of the life to come ; they 
sum up all in the most earnest and im- 
passioned entreaties. 

Here the Litany, properly speaking, 
ends ; the remaining prayers were added 
at a later, though also very ancient, pe- 
riod. The occasion was the troubles in 
which Christians were involved at the time 
that the Roman empire, incapable of re- 
sistance, fell an easy prey to the sword of 
an uncivilized and idolatrous race. The 
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principle on which these prayers are com- 
posed, resembles that of the Morning and 
Evening Services; they are interspersed 
with short sentences, in which the people 
unite with their minister. That the tone 
which pervades them is appropriate to the 
expression of our own feelings, and en- 
titles them to the place in our Service 
which our Reformers have given them, 
I will endeavour to show in the examina- 
tion which I am about to institute. If the 
design be true to Scripture, if it speak 
in those with whom it originated, an in- 
timate and practical acquaintance with 
the saving truths of the gospel, I am sure 
that you have not listened to the slender 
developement of it which I have presented 
to you, without interest. I have now to 
solicit your attention in pursuing an in- 
<juiry into the parts whereof the Litany is 
composed. 

• The service opens with an address to 
the Three Persons of the ever blessed 
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Trinity, individually and collectively. Our 
fathers were so deeply impressed with the 
importance of this great doctrine, that 
they have interwoven it most carefully 
throughout our worship. By it they have, 
as it were, consecrated anew to Christian 
use the Psalms of David, each of which 
is preceded, and followed, by the ascrip. 
tion of glory to the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. Is their anxiety to keep 
that truth ever before our eyes misplaced? 
Who but the Almighty Saviour could have 
blotted out the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us ; who else could have 
opened heaven's gate to receive us ; what 
reflection silences our scruples and calms 
our fears, if it be not this ? Who but an 
Almighty Spirit can change and sanctify 
the heart, and make it meet for heaven ? 
The unwearied labours of such as are 
anxious to extend the kingdom of the 
Redeemer, in themselves, their families, 
the circle of their personal influence, many 
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of ^hom, I am persuaded, are now before 
me, were vain and fruitless, did they not 
feel that the arm of the Lord supported 
them ; did thev not know that there exists 
a power, the ;eturns of believing prayer, 
which can dismantle the strongholds of 
sin, and bring every thought into captivity 
to the law of Christ. Our first petition 
is for " mercy;" this embraces all; we pre- 
sent it as miserable sinners. Is any bowed 
down with the weight of guilt, which one 
eye only has seen, he is miserable, a sin- 
ner, let him stand foremost in the train of 
suppliants ; does any repose on his own 
self-acquired integrity, this is no place 
for him; the Saviour came but to save 
sinners, he welcomes none beside. Let 
us conceive ourselves, brethren, to be in 
the presence of Jesus Christ, seeing him 
with the eye of sense, whom now we dis- 
cern with the eye of faith, and judge 
whether the language, which the Litany 
puts into our lips, does not truly express 
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the feelings of our hearts. Can we look 
upon him who died for us, and not think 
of the cause which led to so great a sacri- 
fice ? Peter, when a miracle revealed to 
him the divinity of his Master, cried out^ 
" Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man^ 
O Lord.'*^ May we not justly fear lest 
the Saviour God should hide his face from 
us, and is there not force in the petition, 
** Remember not our offences ; spare thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed with 
thy most precious blood, and be not angry 
with us for ever. Spare us, good Lord." 
gaming ** the offences of our forefathers," 
we understand such as have exercised an 
influence over our own conduct, and so 
become our offences. Parents, call to 
mind, that if divine grace do not strik- 
ingly interfere to prevent it, your evil 
dispositions, profane, dishonest, or impure 
courses, will be perpetuated in your chil- 
dren ; if ye would not swell their guilt by 

' Luke V. 8. 
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the added burden of your own, resist, in 
the strength of God, that mastery of sin 
which, to whatever extent it may have 
enslaved you, is yet to be overcome. 
Freed from apprehensions, lest a gracious 
audience should be denied us, we prefer 
our requests, not for worldly objects, nor 
for heavenly gifts, but for deliverance from 
" all evil and mischief." By " evil," 
meaning ^^ sin, the crafts and assaults of 
the devil ;" by " mischief,'* " the ever- 
lasting burnings." In the two following 
petitions, the operations of the principle 
of evil are traced from their source, 
" blindness of heart ;" whatever poisons 
our own, or our neighbour's happiness, 
whatever defilements stain our consciences, 
whatever deceits ensnare us, are here enu- 
merated. Think not, brethren, that the 
Saviour hears these supplications without 
emotion, without interest, without sympa- 
thy. He, who in the days of his flesh, 
experienced the fatal blindness of his 
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chosen people; He who sternly rebuked 
the pride, vain glory, and hypocrisy of 
the scribes and of the Pharisees; He 
whom envy traduced, hatred pursued, 
malice betrayed; whose dying moments 
the taunts of uncharitableness embittered ; 
He regard with indifference the impure 
act, who condemned the impure thought! 
He hear with unconcern of the deceits of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil ; whose 
whole life was spent in exposing them ! 
The judgment of charity forbids our con- 
sidering, in the instance of others, tem- 
poral afflictions as proofs of divine ven- 
geance, yet we may, in our own case, ask 
to be delivered from them. And hitherto 
the petitions have been granted us. 
How lately has the voice of his thunders 
been heard; within how short a period 
have the fiery arrows of the Almighty 
darted through our land, strewing with 
many a blackened corpse their deadly 
path ! and we have been preserved. How 
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many dwellings, in a foreign land, have 
been rendered desolate by the pestilence 
which has never ravaged our own ! We 
feel no trying privations, mourn over no 
battle fields; no brother imbrues his hand 
in a brother's blood. As yet no swift 
stroke has cut us off from the place for 
repentance. These are mercies which 
call for a return : are we honestly striving 
to render it ? Are those members which 
may once have been servants of iniquity 
unto iniquity, now made servants of righ- 
teousness unto holiness ? 

Objections have been started to the 
clause against sudden death ; our peti- 
tions are offered according to our light 
and knowledge, leaving the wisdom of 
God to determine whether at all, or to 
what extent, he will grant them. Surely 
the holiest jnay desire some short space of 
solemn preparation, may pray that graces, 
which not of themselves, but by the gift 
of God, have shed such a lustre over 
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their days of health, may shine with 
double brightness in the season of sick* 
ness. And if they, who have walked 
with God, may ask this ; how much more 
may they who have turned aside from 
him! From disorders in church and state, 
from that unhappy state of mind which 
can receive no impressions of good, and 
its attendant, contempt of God's word and 
commandments, we further entreat to be 
delivered. 

As our sense of danger rises, the fer- 
vour of our love is heightened, the scenes 
of suflfering, through which the Saviour 
passed for us, are proofs of his love. We 
appeal to these : from the cradle at Beth* 
lehem to the out-pouring of the promised 
Spirit, we name every event which con- 
nects him with us : in our we call to mind 
his temptations, in our conflicts his agony ; 
the love which he exhibited to us for our 
faith, we exhibit to him for his compas- 
sion. The Resurrection animates the hope 
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that we may rise from the death of sin, to 
the life of righteousness. Alike, when 
trials oppress, or prosperity elates, in the 
hour of death, and in the day of judgment, 
we ask deliverance. 

More than once from every lip around 
me, has the Saviour inclined his ear to 
hearken to these supplications ; there is 
no power wanting in him, no disposition ; 
if the prayers have been made in faith, 
they will be granted, so far as may con- 
sist with the purposes of God's providence. 
Is any worshipper among us as much un- 
der the dominion of hurtful lusts as ever 
he was ? He is not straitened in his Re- 
deemer, he is straitened in himself. Hav- 
ing asked for ourselves what we felt that 
we most needed, we intercede for our 
brethren. 

In treating on the Morning and Evening 
Services, I remarked on the intercessions ; I 
will therefore only call your attention to a 
few which present tjiemselves here. Notice 
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the words with which they open, as " sin- 
ners, we beseech ;" we can put in no higher 
claim than this. In behalf of all nations 
we ask peace. Historians assure us that 
at the time the gospel was preached by 
the disciples of our Lord, profound peace 
prevailed, which, humanly speaking, 
greatly advanced the cause. Those who 
desire to see the gospel cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea, should fer- 
vently put up this request. Every variety 
of spiritual and worldly condition has a 
place in our thoughts. For the confirmed 
we ask strength, for the perplexed aid, 
for the fallen that they may rise, against 
the evil spirit, that he may be subdued ; in 
whatsoever shape or form peril, want, or 
suffering, may come, our prayers go forth 
to meet them. He who traverses the desert, 
or is tost on the ocean — she who endures 
the pangs and perils of childbirth, whoever 
languishes on the bed of sickness; the 
heedless child, who sports unthinkingly 
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With danger, the prisoner in his cell, the 
captive in his dungeon, he who can look 
up to no father's protecting hand, she be- 
reft of the partner of her affections, such 
as are destitute of earthly comforts, or 
bowed beneath earthly oppression, the 
enemy, the persecutor, and the slanderer, 
— all are remembered in our prayers. 

Finally, we ask that the earth may 
yield her increase ; and knowing that on 
the sincerity of our penitence, on the par- 
don of our offences, on the influences of 
the Holy Spirit freely vouchsafed, all de- 
pends, we press this, our last petition, 
with the utmost earnestness. Now his 
divine nature is prominent in our thoughts, 
and we beseech him as the Son of God ; 
now his human, and we address him as 
the Lamb of God. As he is Christ, the 
anointed Saviour, as he is the universal 
Lord, we redouble our entreaties. This is 
the spirt of Jacob, ^* I will not let thee go, 
except thou bless me/' Is such impor- 
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tuaity natural, or is it forced. You will 
not hear it from the lips of one dead in 
trespasses and sins, but if you could 
witness the secret devotions of the be- 
liever in his closet, or were to overhear the 
broken sobs from many a dying bed, you 
would find this the very language which 
nature prompts to express the feelings of 
the heart. Brethren, how often amidst 
all this vehemence of entreaty, have we 
asked for peace ? — *^ Grant us thy peace ;" 
not a hollow truce, patched up with Sa^ 
tan, beneath which the war of passion 
rages unccurtrolled, but the peace of God : 
ixave we felt it ? is it by the force of our 
esample and infljuenee pervading our &.* 
milies ? The prayers which follow were 
composed at a time, when the eye, aceus* 
loaned to gaze with pleasure on smiling 
villages, and a country exhibiting every^ 
where traces of industry and skill, now 
saw nothing but a blackened desert, ra^ 
vaged by the sword of the barbarisoi. 

£ 
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The feelings which calamity called forth 
are not less suitable to a season of pros- 
perity. 

The Lord's Prayer commences this part 
of the service. I have touched upon it 
already more than once ; but were angels 
to employ eternity in the work, the time 
would not suf&ce to display its beauties. 
The admiration which it extorted from a 
mind gigantic in its grasp, yet rarely, 
we fear, under religious influence, is 
remarkable, and were it not presump- 
tion to say so, attests its value. The late 
Emperor Napoleon, in the days of his exile, 
once, we are informed, conversed with an 
attendant, long and fervently on the Lord's 
Prayer, pointing out its various excellen- 
cies. Alternate sentences follow, which 
breathe exactly the spirit which we should 
have anticipated. It is almost unnecessary 
to mention, that " after our sins," means ac- 
cording to ; except in scripture, this mean- 
ing is, I believe, obsolete. We havf* 
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prayed to God as unto one who despises 
not the sighing of the contrite heart, nor 
the desire of such as be sorrowful ; and 
trust, brethren^ that not a single aspira- 
tion, not the slightest movement ia our 
hearts, towards God which this day has 
witnessed, has failed in reaching hea- 
ven. "^ If we have prayed sincerely, we 
shall not be hurt by persecutions ; they will 
only redound to our comfort. 

Again, alternate sentences succeed. 
These are very beautiful, particularly 
where we take up the strain of the blind 
man, who sat by the way of Jericho, and 
cry with him, "O Son of David, have 
m^rcy on us !*'^ If we suflfer under a worse 
blindness, our sight will be as surely re- 
stored as was his* The last prayer, in 
which we beseech God to look upon our 
infirmities, was composed by Gregory, an 
ancient and celebrated Bishop of Rom6. 

* Ltike xviii. 36. 

£2 
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Though superstitidn clouded even his 
powerful mind, yet he possesses peculiar 
claims on our reverefnce v by his zeal when 
darkness covered the dand, and thick 
darkness the people, was the standard cf 
the cross planted in this ^country — under 
his authority and protection was the gos- 
pel preached to us. Imperial Rome bowed 
her head then to the Ught and easy yoke of 
Jesus. Before the shrines of senseless idols, 
human blood defiled British altars. Now 
how changed the scene ! she in darkness, 
we in light. O ! lest judgment cut us off 
from the olive tree in which we have been 
grafted, let us not be high-minded, but 
fear. In the prayer of Gregory, we desire 
Qod to turn from us all those evils which 
we most rigrhteously have deserved. And 
can we doubt whether we shall be heard 
in this ? ^' He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all 
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tbioEgs ?" ^ Awaoe that within the compass 
of a sijBgle discourse, justice could not be 
doB« to Mck a subject^ yet anxious to 
bring undeir your aotice what I believed 
most imporkant, I have, as in some biril- 
liant landscape, which nature spreads at 
our feet, pointed your eyes to a few of its 
striking features. 

As upon the divinity of Christ is founded 
our assurance of an inheritance in the life 
to come, so from his humanity is derived 
the principle of sympathy, which sweetens 
that which now is. The veriest infant 
may be taught that in all its little wants 
there is one who has a fellow feeling with 
him, the child Jesus. These doctrines full 
of comfort, the Litany embodies : were all 
else to perish, in this casket, as it were, 
might be preserved the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints. Brethren, need I 
say more to commend it to your aflfec- 
tionate regard ? As you love your Saviour, 

^ Rom. viiL 32. 
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as you would have him for a faithful 
friend in all your trials, whether in weal 
or woe, reverence these pure and simple 
forms which earnest and heartfelt piety 
has consecrated to your use and bis 
glory. 
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John i. 17. 



The law was given by MoseSy but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ. 

In these words of the beloved disciple, 
the covenant of faith is opposed to the 
covenant of works. In the one the law 
stands forth in all its naked and severe 
majesty; in the other the gospel sheds 
her mild and hallowing lustre. The one 
was dispensed by Moses, as a servant 
faithful in all his house ; the other came 
by Christ, as a son over his own house. 
In this the letter killeth ; in that the Spirit 
giveth life. But while the whole system 
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of ceremonies passed into nothingness, 
the instant Calvary echoed with the cry 
" It is finished," while temple, priests, 
altar, sacrifice, were reduced to mere 
names, the moral ordinances, distin- 
guished by the title " The Command- 
ments," remained unshaken, because based 
on the perfect holiness of him, " with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning." The mist, however, which 
dimmed the sight, being removed, the eye 
saw more in the fabric than it had ever 
done before. Exquisite beauties broke 
out, which had lain concealed for ages. 
Our blessed Lord spent a considerable 
portion of his sermon on the mount, in 
commenting on the commandments, and 
bringing out their meaning, and, wherever 
an opportunity offered, bore testimony to 
thei rauthority. 

To one who asked, " What shall I do 
to inherit eternal life ? " he answered, 
** Thou knowest the commandments : Do 
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xiot commit adultery, do not kill, do not 
steal, do not bear false witness; honour 
thy father and thy mother."^ St. Paul, 
in Romans xiii., grounds the keeping of 
the law, on the principle of mutual love : 
" For this. Thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery, thou shalt not kill, thou shalt not 
steal, thou shalt not bear false witness, 
thou shalt not covet." In another place, 
he bears indirect testimony, calling the 
fifth, " the first commandment with pro- 
mise. * 

Remember, brethren, that the Savio^ir 
gave himself for us, not only '* that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity," but 
also, " that he might purify to himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.** ^ 
Had the revelation of Christ confined 
itself to the display of the Son of God 
bleeding on a cross ; had it narrowed the 
prospect which it held forth to the incon-^ 
ceivable joys of an unseen heaven, it might 

1 Luke xfiii, 18. « Ephes. vi. 2. 3 Xit. ii. 14. 
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have survived in the closets of the learned, 
have enriched the imaginations of poets ; 
but it would never have found a home in 
every bosom, been the solace in every 
affliction, relieved the burden of guilt, 
proved a refuge from the avenging of 
conscience. That the gospel grapples 
with the corruptions of our nature ; that 
it dives into the deep of the heart ; that it 
penetrates the soul's inmost recesses, 
cleansing it from the defilements even of 
unknown sin; — this constitutes the " de^ 
monstration of the Spirit and of power." 
May the proof be ours, in all its richness, 
fulness, and extent. The great means by 
which this end is effected, are those divine 
precepts, which will engage the attention 
on this our closino: lecture. 

The design of the Communion Service, 
as it is customarily read, is twofold ; to 
enforce obedience to the moral law gene- 
rally, and to maintain a reverence for the 
sabbath particularly ; to the peculiar ce- 
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lebration of which, the Collect, Epistle, 
and Gospel belong ; except it be that any 
solemn event, which the Church is anxious 
to keep in memory, fall on the same day ; 
in which case, the ordinary gives place to 
the extraordinary occasion. The service 
opens with the Lord's Prayer. As the 
sounds of praise die away, which have as- 
cended in grateful hymns to the throne of 
love,^ — to catch the very accents of the Sa- 
viour, breaking on the momentary stillness, 
in his own perfect words, has an awaken- 
ing power, drives the spirit of the petition 
home to the heart. May this be realized 
in each of us ; not as a transient, but as 
an enduring impression. 

Previous to the delivery of the law from 
Sinai, the Lord said unto Moses, " Go 
unto the people, and sanctify them."^ 
These were outward rites, resting in the 
body. The Christian, about to listen to 
his God,, asks, " Thou searcher of the 

1 £xod. xix. 10. 
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heart, cleanse its thoughts by the inspira-> 
tion of thy Holy Spirit." What power 
would there be in this prayer, if it went 
up in faith to him, who notes every fluc- 
tuating desire, writes every dark secret in 
the book of his remembrance. What, 
if at this moment these mysterious influ- 
ences swept, as the passing wind, through 
every bosom, washing away each foul, un- 
holy stain ! Then should we '^ perfectly 
love, worthily magnify that holy name." 

That was an awful sight, brethren, 
when Israel's countless thousands, the 
strong and weak, the warrior and the 
babe, stood trembling in the desert, look- 
ing up to yon heaving mount, " that burnt 
with fire unto the midst of heaven, with 
darkness, clouds, and thick darkness/'^ 
The voice which they heard, was a Mas^- 
ter*s, a Sovereign's voice. Imagine our- 
selves present with them, and, as we gaze 
intently and fixedly, see the earthquake 

1 Deat. ir. 11. 
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Stilled, the glowing flames subdued, the 
clouds and darkness rolled away, the Sun 
of Righteousness burst forth with healing 
in his wings ; behold the cross, reared on 
the topmost height ; mark a Father's hand, 
pointing to the tables, writ with the flnger 
of God ; hear a Father's voice, in mild and 
affectionate accents, falling on the ear, 
" This do in remembrance of me." " I 
am the Lord thy God ; thou shalt have 
none other gods but me." The Jew, re- 
garding the name of the Lord with reve- 
rence so profound, as that he would never 
pronounce it with his lips, nor write it 
with his pen, understood thereby that Es- 
sence and Source of life. Who called all 
things into being ; and when all else pe^ 
rish, keeps his unimpaired and continued 
existence. 

The Christian receives by faith a Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, Creator, Re- 
deemer, Sanctifier, in that eternal One- 
ness. Have we no other god but him ? 
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Are we remembering our Creator in the 
days of our youth, or walking before him 
in our age ? Have we that personal in- 
terest in Christ, that we can say, my 
strength and my Redeemer ? Is there no 
grieving the Holy Spirit in the rejection 
of his counsel, and the trampling on his 
grace ? The hand is forbidden to make, 
the body to bow down before, the lip to 
worship, any graven image of aught that 
is in heaven, in earth, or in the deep. 
The jealous God marks a more subtle 
idolatry, he tracks the windings of the 
heart, and in its secret place, scans the 
self-deceiving worshipper bowing down 
before his beloved lust. Is that sight 
which no darkness can veil now rivetted 
on us, cherishing a lie in our right hand ? 
let us cut it off and cast it from us, though 
it seem as necessary as the best member 
that we have : " For it is better for thee to 
enter into life halt or maimed, rather than 
having two hands, or two feet, to be cast 
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into everlasting fire I"^ The profane and 
cursing lip is pronounced not guiltless ; not 
guiltless then, far less so now, for who that 
takes the name of God in vain, in familiar 
conversation, the moment of anger, or the 
formality of unfelt devotion, but crucifies 
the Son of God afresh, and puts him to 
an open shame V The Sabbath is hallowed 
by the remembrance of creation and re- 
demption. As the business of life is sus- 
pended, does the tumult of passion sub- 
side? Over the soul is there spread a 
stillness, in keeping with the repose of na- 
ture ? As we heartily endeavour by God*s 
help to rise from the death of sin, are we 
paying the best tribute we can offer to 
him who, as on this day, rose from the 
dead ? Is the parent dishonoured by the 
unkind thought, as criminal in his sight 
with whom we have to do, as the unduti- 
ful action ? Is there murder in the heart, 
though there be no blood on the hand ? 

1 Matt- xviii. 8, « Hebrews vi. 6. 
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Does that body whicb is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost, suffer to glow on its altars 
the strange fires of impureness and sen- 
suality ? Do we bear in mind, that he 
who exercises an overreaching disposition, 
involves himself in ruioous expense, or 
keeps back from the state, or individuals, 
that which he knows to belong to them, ia 
as truly a thief as he against whose mid«> 
night mischief, our bolts and bars prove 
but a weak defence ? Is the taJe of ca- 
lumny circulated, without its foundation 
having been justly investigated ? that man 
will stand at the judgment seat of Christ, 
with him who lifts his hand to attest the 
perjured oath. Can he be innocent, is 
the sentiment of an able writeir of the pre- 
sent day, who has so often on his lips the 
expression " I wish," which treads so 
closely the border of coveting ? The Ru- 
bric directs us, after every commandment, 
to ask God mercy for our transgression 
thereof for the time past, and grace to 



LECTURE IV. 89 

keep the same far the time to come. In 
the unsearchable riches of Chri&t, is there 
everlasting mercy for all transgressions 
truly repented. The Holy Ghost, whom 
God will give to whomsoever asketfa, will 
incline our hearts to keep the law. Re- 
flecting more and more on these first prin* 
ciples of holiness, we feel their breadth 
and spirituality ; we exclaim with David, 
'^ I have seen an end of all perfection, but 
thy commandment is exceeding broad." ^ 
Be it our happy lot to share the quality 
which the prophet Isaiah names as a dis- 
tinguishing feature in the character of 
Messiah^ ^^ a quick understanding in the 
fear of the Lord."^ Beseeching Almighty 
God to have mercy on the whole church, 
there is a peculiar propriety in following 
the petition up with a prayer for the king, 
the head of the church, by which title, in 
the words of our xxxvii.th article, " We 
give not to our princes the ministering 

1 Psalm cxix. 96. « Isa. xu 3. 
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either of God's word, or of the sacraments, 
but that only prerogative which we see to 
have been given always to all godly 
princes in holy Scripture by God himself; 
that is, that they should rule all states 
and degrees committed to their charge by 
God, whether they be ecclesiastical or 
temporal.'* 

After a general commemoration of the 
commandments, and an especial reference 
to the Person who is their guardian, so far 
as human laws embrace them, we proceed 
to pay a particular mark of respect to the 
Lord's day, in the Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel, set apart for that purpose, the first 
only, a human composition. 

This service is of very ancient use in the 
Church. In computing the natural year, 
we commence with winter ; in tracing the 
circle of the sacred year, we start, as it 
were, with spring. The first Sunday in 
Advent proposes to our thoughts the 
promise of the coming of Christ, Season 
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fraught with holy recollections presses on 
season, till the descent of the Holy Spirit 
on Whitsunday seals the book of wonders, 
and our meditations are hereafter undi- 
videdly directed to tread in the steps of 
his most holy life, whose mysterious pro- 
gress we have ceased to trace. Whatever 
be the occasion, whether some signal 
event in the life of the Saviour, or some 
allusion to those holy men whom, because 
they were associated with Jesus in the 
gospel, the Church would associate with 
him in the minds of her members, or an 
ordinary subject in the round of religious 
reflection, the Collect invariably embodies 
the true scripture sentiment connected 
with or flowing from it. 

On Christmas Day its language is, 
" Grant that we, being regenerate and 
made thy children by adoption and grace, 
may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit." 
On the Circumcision, " Grant us the true 
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circumcision of tlie Spirit, that our hewrts 
and all our members being mortified from 
ail worldly and carnal lusts, we may in all 
things obey thy blessed will" On Ash 
Wednesday, ** Create and male in us 
new and cocrtrite hearts." On the asc^i- 
sion of Christ into heaven, it prays, ^* So 
may we also, in heart and miad thither a^- 
cend» and with him continually dwell." 

On the Festival of Barnabas, whoi^ we 
read in Acts xL, ^' was a good man, and 
full of the Holy Ghost," the Collect runs : 
" Leave us not, we beseech thee, dcsi- 
titute of thy manifold gifts, nor yet of 
grace to ujse them always to thy honour 
and glory." Sometimes a com^exion m«y 
be traced between the Epistle and Collect, 
the leading idea in the one being converted 
into a prayer in the other. Thus on Quin* 
quagesima Sunday, the Epistle containing 
Paul's beautiful description of charity, 
from 1 Cor. xiii,, the Collect prays, <^ Pour 
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into 0m hearts that mofit excellent gift of 
charily/' On this very day,^ we have b^ 
pealed to God, as " always more ready to 
hear than we to pray," and ^* wont to give 
more than either we desire or deserve." 
Knowing this, and having the work of 
Jesus Christ to plead, x^an ^any ^uilt- 
stricken soul doubt of forgiveness ? Cas 
it hesitate in believing that sins truly re^ 
pented will be blotted out* when the 
times of re&eshing come from the pre- 
sence of the Lord ? The Epistles vary in 
their immediate character, with the periods 
to which they relate ; but in general the 
principle which has governed their selec^ 
tion, appears to have been that of com- 
bining the plainest practical duties with 
the most important doctrinal truths. In- 
deed, both lof the Collects and Epistles, 
and viewing the former as human compo- 
lotions, ihe circumstance is of value, it 
may be said^ that in each the utmost pains 

1 Twelfth Sunday after Tiinily* * ^Acts iii. 49. 
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have been taken to exhibit the foolishne^ 
of the Cross in its naked and unsophisti- 
cated simplicity. Every where, the total 
corruption of human nature, the perfect 
atonement of Christ, the sovereign influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, are broadly and 
plainly asserted. Whatever censures may 
attach to our Liturgy, it can never be 
charged vjrith being unscriptural. On the 
present Lord's day we were not permitted 
to avert our eyes from a most humbling 
truth, yet one full of comfort, " Such 
trust have we through Christ to God- 
ward : Not that we are sufficient of our- 
selves to think any thing as of ourselves ; 
but our sufficiency is of God." Remember, 
brethren, what this principle made Paul, 
once as alien from God, as incapable of 
a single act of religious usefulness, as the 
weakest and most desponding among our- 
selves ; and let us go forth, where duty 
points the way, steeling our breasts against 
every difficulty, every danger, every allure- 
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ment, knowing that he who is in us, is 
greater than he who is in the world. 

The Gospel is usually devoted to the 
relation of some fact, peculiarly interest- 
ing, where all is interesting, in the life of 
Christ. This morning, it was a miracle, 
performed on a deaf person, who had also 
an impediment in his speech, from Mark 
vii. Freedom from every thing like an 
ostentatious spirit, shines far more vividly 
in example than in precept : as Jesus 
leads away the afflicted person from the 
wondering throng, and in loneliness, no 
eye to witness but his heavenly Father's, 
executes the work of mercy. His anxiety 
that the friends should tell no man, marks 
the same disposition. Pride is the least 
easy to be resisted of all the fiery darts 
with which Satan assails us ; it is insinu- 
ated with the most exquisite art into our 
best thoughts and fairest actions ; it dims 
the brightest flame of devotion that ascends 
from the altar of a believer's heart, and 



96 LECTURE IV. 

aheds a baneful influence over all the cha- 
rities of life. The conflict were hopeless^ 
did not an arm stronger than our own sup- 
port us. On this let us depend for final 
victory. Rarely do the sacred writers re- 
present our Lord as betraying emotion: 
on this occasion ^^ he looked up to heaven 
and sighed/' That sigh was not for him- 
self, it was over sinners who would reject 
him. The Saviour took in at a glance 
time and eternity ; he saw our neglect of 
his service, our indiflerence to his suffer- 
ings; he sighed over us. The interest 
which he expressed for us on earth is but 
a faint type of the sympathy which he now 
exercises in heaven* There is an Advo- 
cate who never fails waiting to plead oar 
cause shall we turn away ? 

The Communion Service closes with 
the Nicene Creed. This differs from that 
called the Apostles' Cxeed. On comparing 
them together, we find the former more 
full on the persons of Christ and the Holy 
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Spirit than the latter. There is also an 
anxiety for precise and definite terms in the 
Nicene Creed not so remarkable in the apos- 
tles'. The circumstances under which it was 
drawn up will explain the variation. The 
Nicene Creed was composed at a solemn 
council of the universal Church, held at 
Nice for the purpose of healing serious 
dissensions which had broken out. Error 
existed on the most momentous subjects, 
particularly in reference to the nature of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. As these 
frequently found shelter under ambiguous 
expressions; this Creed, which repre- 
sented the common confession of the Chris- 
tian world, was so carefully worded, as 
that no person of common honesty could 
understand it in any other sense than in 
that which the authors intended to put 
upon it. The Church of England preserves 
the Nicene Creed in her formularies, and 
places it on the lips of her members, as her 
testimony to its truth, as the badge of their 

F 
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faith. In times of religious concord, this 
summary of faith may not be duly appre- 
ciated ; but should there be ever again 
schisms and heart burnings, we shall esti- 
mate better the evidence which it yields. 
To explore the secret things which belong 
to the Lord our God, is never the willing 
office either of reason or piety ; but some- 
times, when unwise curiosity leads the 
way, sober judgment for the common 
good is compelled to follow. Till the 
glass, through which we now see darkly, 
be taken away, and we see face to face, we 
want no other proof of all that the Nicene 
Creed asserts of the Saviour and Sanctifier 
than our own hearts afford; their total 
alienation, their deep corruption, pro- 
claim in the ear of conscience, with a voice 
of thunder, that Each, to do the work as- 
sigmed him, must be no less than God. 
May we experience the truths which we 
assert, in the renewal of our hearts here, in 
the participation in glory hereafter. In 
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pursuing the course of Lectures which 
have now been brought to a close, it has 
been my aim, in the order which I have 
observed, and in the portions of the Ser- 
vices on which I have commented, that all 
who pray with the lip shauld pray with 
tlie understanding also. Perhaps a brief 
recapitulation may not be out of place. 
Anxious to show that the ground on which 
we stood was safe, our first Lecture exhi- 
bited a short collection of proofs for the 
reasonableness, ancient use, and scriptu- 
ral authority, of forms of public devotion. 
We therein insisted on the principle acted 
on by our reformers, of retaining what- 
ever was good in the old Liturgies, and 
striking out whatever was bad, without 
reference to any thing else, except intrin- 
sic merit. The second Lecture embraced 
the Morning and Evening Services in 
their design and execution. That of last 
Sunday proposed to your attention the 
Litany. To-day we have investigated 
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the Communion Service. That the conffre- 
gation have listened to these plain and 
simple expositions with interest, is most 
pleasing to the feelings of him who now 
addresses them, chiefly because the Litur- 
gy has been the centering point, because 
the opinion is by this confirmed, which 
he has long cherished, that however ex- 
tensive and deep-rooted may be the alien-, 
ation from the Church of England, there 
are still many, many hearts that beat 
warmly and affectionately towards her. 

Permit me to trespass on your indulgence 
while I speak a few words on the claims 
which the National Church has on the 
support of the country, as she is a true, as 
she is an established Church. As true : — 
the word of God in its simplicity, its ful- 
ness, its uncompromising requirements, is 
the foundation on which the Church of 
England stands. She knows that she is 
never safe when she has not this guardian 
at her side, and she confidently appeals to 
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Scripture in behalf of her Sacraments, her 
Articles, her Liturgy, the ordination of 
her ministers ; she exacts a pledge from 
every one who lifts up his voice within 
her temples, that he preach the gospel 
simply, boldly, unreservedly. Her only 
wisdom is the foolishness of the cross. 
As established : — we have lived to hear the 
very principle of an establishment de- 
nounced ; it is asserted to be, not only un, 
but even a^i/i-scriptural. The word of 
God, so far from lending it support, is 
maintained to rank among its fiercest ad* 
versaries. How stands the fact ? when 
the Almighty gave a constitution to his 
chosen people, he gave them a Church 
Establishment. Did infinite Wisdom err ? 
If the thought be blasphemy, surely Scrip- 
ture cannot be said to discountenance the 
principle. But it is urged, that neither 
Christ nor his disciples left any directions 
to that eflfect. 

Consider the circumstances of the 
church at the period ; and, supposing any 
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definite rule to have been given, say whe- 
ther Christianity would not have expired 
on the soil which gave it birth ! say whe- 
ther, except by a perpetual miracle, it 
could have advanced a single step toward 
the subjugation of the world ! These 
points have been left open, because the 
judgment of mankind is competent to 
determine them ; because the first preach- 
ers of the faith knew that the etema' 
gospel could not owe its perpetuity to any 
particular modification of society, but 
must be left to flourish alike in all. If 
usage be any thing, the universal consent 
of nations, for centuries, supports the 
principle for which we are contending. 
Assuming the principle to be admitted, 
the Church of England comes as near as 
any human institution can to the full com- 
pletion of the design. By gradations in 
rank and wealth, she secures among all 
classes that respect and attention to her 
message, which, through the inevitable 
fault of human nature, she would other- 
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wise fail in attaining ; while, in the per- 
sons of her ministers, she diffuses through 
crowded or impoverished dist/icts, a body 
of educated men, whose sole occupation 
and real happiness consist in circulating 
the light of religious instruction, and mi- 
nistering to the body's, no less than to the 
soul's, necessities. Such, brethren, are the 
claims of the National Church. 

Lastly, this is the language in which 
she addresses you. As ye listen, for- 
get the feeble instrument by whom it 
is conveyed. " Go," she cries, ^ go 
round about me, tell my towers, mark 
well my bulwarks, and if ye perceive 
aught of untempered mortar, a decaying 
buttress, a cankered stay, a rotten beam, 
away with them at once, remove all that 
defaces my beauty, enfeebles my strength, 
impairs my usefulness ; restore me to my 
symmetry, my vigour, my excellence. But 
O ! by the memory of those sons, who, 
whether in the sequestered village, or the 
densely peopled city, have, in vessels 
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which I have furnished, conveyed the 
waters of salvation and the bread of life to 
the thirsting hungry soul; by the mar- 
tyrs, whose blood dyes your land; by 
those Services which enshrine the pure 
word of God ; by the Saviour, at whose 
feet I have sat, whose cross I have rear- 
ed, whose honour I have vindicated, with 
whose blood I am sprinkled; — by each and 
all of these, I beseech you, do not ye 
stretch forth your filial hands to desecrate 
my altars ; do not ye cause the feet which 
have trod my sanctuaries to trample on 
my ruins; do not ye lift those voices 
which I have attuned to prayer and praise, 
to decree my condemnation, to annihilate 
my existence." 

Brethren, to that God, who watches 
over all for good, I commit the fortunes of 
our Church and the salvation of our souls, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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